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Unsung Heroes: Kendall Stanislav
INTERNATIONAL
BROUGHT HOME
KAMI HOWELL
MARKETING & PUBLIC
RELATIONS
Kendall Stanislav’s passion
for Northwestern’s ministry
and his work is unmeasurable.
A snippet of this passion
is illustrated on a small
sheet of paper taped behind
his computer that reads,
“How did I make NW
a
better
place
today?”
Stanislav, 05 NW alumn and
former resident director for
nine years in North Suites, now
is the director of experiential
education. At the Compass
Center
for
Career
and
Calling, he directs students
to courageous study abroad
programs and internships
where
students
endeavor
hands-on
experience.
Prior to working at NW, he
attended Taylor University
where he received a degree
in
higher
education,
allowing him to pursue
leadership roles at NW.
Stanislav met his wife, Ashley
06, at NW through a Spring
Service Partnership where

they experienced God’s great
work together. The two lived
in the North Suites apartment
for nine years sharing one
bathroom while raising three
children. Chaotic to say the
least, but the Stanislav’s
wouldn’t have traded that
experience
for
anything.
After his time spent as a
resident director, he decided
to lead the student body
in a different direction, by
working in the Compass
Center
for
Career
&
Calling.
This
position
directs
students
toward
internship
opportunities,
job interviews, study-abroad
programs
and
helping
students with their resumes.
From this position, Stanislav
has been empowered by the
students and their experiences.
“Getting to hear students
talk about their experiences
is a reminder to why my work
here at NW is so important
and fulfilling,” Stanislav said.
“Seeing student gain cultural
confidence and seeing how
much they grow spiritually and
academically in such a short
amount of time is what makes
this work stand out.” Stanislav
has been incredibly proud of
the rapid increase in student
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Kendall Stanislav impacting students through the Compass Center for Career and Calling

internships within the last
year. This year has broken the

record for student internships
compared to previous years.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Dewald says goodbye to NW
HELPING STUDENTS
THROUGH COLLEGE
HAILEY LOUW

STATISTICS
It was the summer of 1995;
“Braveheart” was selling out
in theaters across the country,
we learned that when it comes
to gloves, “if it doesn’t fit, you
must acquit”, and amid an
unprecedented Midwestern heat
wave, Barb Dewald first walked
onto Northwestern College’s
campus, eager to see where her
new role in the Campus Ministry
Department would lead her.
Twenty-seven years later, she
is leaving her role as associate
dean of Christian formation
looking back on her time here
with fondness for the people on
campus and gratitude for being
able to call NW her home.
Prior to her time as a part
of the Raider family, Dewald
worked at the University of
Sioux Falls in various admissions
and student life roles while
attending seminary part-time.
Through
connections
with

INSIDE

friends who worked at NW, she
was encouraged to apply for a
position on the campus ministry
team when it was a bit smaller home to just one full-time and
two part-time positions. Little
did she know, this summer would
be the first of many in this Dutch
community.
“Though I sensed God leading
me here, I didn’t know if it would
be a long-term fit--but here I am
many years later!” Dewald said.
While many know Dewald
for her coordination of campuswide discipleship groups, she
has served in many roles on
CMT throughout her time
at
NW
such
coordinating
SSPs,
co-teaching
classes
and
organizing
community
ministry
opportunities
for
students. However, outside of
her organization roles, Dewald
is known to be a helping hand in
any situation, happy to serve and
lead when asked. “Barb always
made everyone feel welcome
on CMT and really showed her
commitment to putting both God
and others before herself,” said
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Barb Dewald reflects over her times at NW

Beau Risley, Colenbrander Hall
D-Group Coordinator.
Dewald always wanted to help
where she could. Dewald was
never tired of seeing God work
in the lives of students year in

and year out, eager to see campus
leaders grow to reach their full
potential and grateful to work
alongside her team in the livinglearning community that NW is.
Over the course of twenty-
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seven years, Dewald has been able
to see lots of changes in the world
around her and at NW. However,
she sees many needs and themes
that persist in students’ lives
regardless of the time or season.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

beacon.nwciowa.edu
Northwestern College - Beacon
@NWC_Beacon

ARTS & CULTURE

2

Fourth studio album returns to the familiar
UNTOUCHED
SOUND
MISAEL BRUZZONE
ECONOMICS
In their fourth studio effort,
The Lumineers once again
deliver an anthemic record
full of vibrant choruses fit
for Hollywood soundtracks.
After their emotionally and
thematically complex third
album, the band has decided
to take a step back and focus
on catchy songs and feelgood anthems in this short
LP. The duo manages to scrap
together a fun and emotional
half-hour long record that
will certainly satisfy fans of
the band.
The record is, instrumentally,
no stranger to the Lumineers’
past studio albums. Still
influenced by folk, country and
Americana with a strong pop
undercurrent, “BRIGHTSIDE”
is sonically familiar to the rest
of their catalogue. Although
songs like the title track contain
a heavier guitar tone than usual
with overdriving guitars
nearing distortion, the rest
of the record remains par
for the course with lots of
acoustic guitars and clanging
pianos leading the charge.

Wesley Schultz’s iconic
voice carries the album from
beginning to end. Heavily
influenced by artists like
Springsteen and Dylan,
Schultz delivers every lyric
confidently
and
almost
intimately. The other half of
the duo, Jeremiah Fraites,
accompanies Schultz with
percussions and piano to
great effect. The band’s sound
remains untouched, for
better or worse, even after
cellist and vocalist Neyla
Pekarek left the band in 2018.
Thematically, the record
seems to be lacking substance
after such a complex and
layered third album. “III,”
the band’s third album, was
a huge leap forward in both
lyricism and storytelling.
Although it can always be
hard to follow up after a
successful concept album, the
Lumineers fall short of the
bar they set for themselves,
seemingly taking a step back
into a more comfortable
and well-known territory.
It is safe to say that the
band has not produced
anything entirely new or
previously unheard.
The lyrics in the record
retreat to a more general
description of emotions and

feelings while descriptions
of people and events become
more specific. This shift in
lyrical approach is jarring
after an album that so
carefully and with much detail
explored the psychological
consequences of generational
substance
abuse,
intrafamiliar violence and more.
The vague emotionality of
“BRIGHTSIDE”
underdelivers and fails to draw
listeners in.
Often
criticized
for
sticking to composing catchy
songs for movie moments,
The Lumineers seem to
believe that messing with
the formula is not worth
the risk. “BRIGHTSIDE” is
their fourth studio album
and at times it is sonically
indistinguishable
from
their first effort. While this
is not inherently a good or
bad thing, in the case of the
Lumineers it means a failure
to evolve.
While the band rides the
popularity of the genres it is
influenced by it gives nothing
back by failing to push any
boundaries and abstaining
from reinvention. While fans
of the more pop-based sound
of their music might be
content with another album
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of the same variety, fans of
the genre will most likely feel
like they have been ripped
off by a somewhat cheap,
stripped back and boiled
down attempt.
“BRIGHTSIDE”
is,
nonetheless, a welcome
addition to the Lumineers’
lineup.
While
much
shorter than any of their
other studio records; the

album manages to hold
its own. The addition of
heavier guitar tones in the title
and opening track delivered a
new type of sound that gave
the rest of the record a lot
of promise. Unfortunately
the rest of the record sunk
back into the band’s comfort
zone and failed to deliver
anything truly exciting.
While “BRIGHTSIDE” is

a step back from their last
record, it is only a step back
into what the band was
producing beforehand. The
future still looks bright for
the Lumineers – as long as
they dare to take a step into
the unknown.

Music and family themes bursting off the screen
MOVIE REVIEW

FULL OF CULTURE
AND COLOR
ANGIE WINTERING
THEATRE

There are few movies
that are able to take heavy
and complicated issues
and explain them as well as
the new movie, “Encanto.”
Set in early 20th century
Columbia, “Encanto” tells
the story of a family unit
in which each member
was given magical abilities
except for one: Mirabel,
the protagonist. When
Mirabel discovers that the
magic that gives the family
their abilities is starting
to disappear, she takes it
upon herself to “save the
miracle.”
While this may look
like
another
normal
Disney movie with a killer
soundtrack and stunning
visuals, there’s a lot more
going on behind the poster.
“Encanto” is rooted in
magical-realism, which is
an incredibly important
genre to Latin American
culture and history. As a
genre, it shares an equal
mix of realistic and fantastic

elements, like how the
family’s magical gifts exist
freely without question
among the community.
In fact, the community
depends on the family and
their gifts to help them
accomplish certain tasks.
Instead of being set
somewhere inspired by a
real location, “Encanto”
is set in the country of
Columbia, giving it that
much more ground as a
magical-realistic
story.
A common theme in
magical-realism
is
a
character’s normality being
what makes them just as
special as everyone else.
“Encanto” is bursting
with color symbolism,
detailed animation and
rich music that all assist in
bringing the movie to its
vibrant state of life.
The two families are
dressed in different color
palettes, Pepa’s in amber
tones and Julieta’s in
blue tones. Both Luisa’s
and Isabela’s songs have
significant nods to the
colors of the Columbian
flag within them during
each song’s turning point.
When writing the score
for the movie, Lin-Manuel

Miranda sought to keep
as close to the rich nature
of Columbian music as
possible.
Alongside all of this
is the use of yellow
butterflies at significant
points of Mirabel’s journey.
Columbia
has
about
3,500 different species
of butterflies. The yellow
butterfly used in the film is
specifically giving a salute
to magical-realist author
Gabriel García Márquez,
who is known for the use of
yellow butterflies in many
of his novels.
Included in the plethora
of details are subtle nods to
each main area of design.
Each character has details
in their costumes indicating
what their magical gift is.
The music, as noted above,
is modeled after Columbia’s
actual music styles and
common
instruments
used. The architecture in
the Madrigals’ town bears
remarkable resemblance
to Columbian towns of the
era that the movie is set in.
Even the lighting in several
scenes bears significance.
During “Surface Pressure,”
many of the light sources
are placed directly behind

or above Luisa. Both
angles are commonly used
to evoke an encroaching
feeling or a feeling of
pressure coming down
upon the character.
However, within the
sea of details lies an
enlightening story about
generational
trauma,
especially within Latin
cultures and households.
The magic which gives the
family their abilities was
bestowed upon Abuela
Alma and her three
children after her husband,
Pedro, was killed by
Spanish invaders. Abuela
attempts to keep things
perfect, which she believes
will keep the family worthy
of the magic.
However, the illusion
of perfection is only kept
alive with the emotional
walls the family has built
up, making the family
disjointed. When the
whole house starts to
break apart as the magic
starts to fade, it forces the
family to come together.
This is an ingenious way of
explaining the heavy issue
of generational trauma to
young kids and people who
have never been exposed

COURTESY OF MOVIES.DISNEY.COM

to the idea. Generational
trauma can only be
fixed with hard work,
forgiveness and resolution.
In the sea of details and
nods to significant cultural
elements,
the
movie

seamlessly ties in a tearjerking story that has all of
its viewers simultaneously
singing and reaching for
the tissue box.
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A casual artist sharing his love of Iowan life
HEALING FROM
LOSS
GIDEON FYNAARDT
ECOLOGY
For the last five decades,
the forms and values of our
region have been told in the
works of Jake Van Wyk. Over
the course of his career, he’s
taught innumerable cohorts of
art students at both Dordt and
Northwestern and amassed
staggering numbers of his
paintings, drawings, sculptures
and even photographs, all
inspired by his life, his country,
his religion and more.
When a kiln explosion
burned down his studio and
destroyed much of his life’s work
in 2020, his immediate reaction
of grief was soon healed by a
greater sense that much of art
is natural and out of human
control. Though it seems an
artist who teaches at great
length about the thoughtfulness
and intentionality of creating art
would be contradicting himself
to also admit that much of it is
left to the forces of nature, so

too it would seem contradictory
that a farm-raised, corn-fed
rural Iowan boy would grow up
to follow a successful career in
the classical arts. However, Jake
Van Wyk is a pure and shining
example of the wise words put to
page by Walt Whitman in 1855
in his poem “Song of Myself,
51,” “Very well then I contradict
myself, (I am large, I contain
multitudes.)”
His body of work is vast
and shows a rich story of his
developing style through the
years. He is clearly impressed
by the sloping forms of the
Northwest Iowan landscapes
around him, as it is the subject
of much of his painting and
drawing. So too, he admits a
deep curiosity for angels and
depictions of the apocalypse in
the book of Revelation, which
also comprise a large portion
of his works. Those familiar
with the paintings hanging in
The Fruited Plain coffee shop
in Sioux Center will recognize
much of those as works by Jake
Van Wyk.
On Nov 28, 2020, a vent on
his Olympic kiln failed and
the ensuing fiery explosion
burned his studio to the ground.

Hundreds of works were lost,
and it took months to clean
and parse through, but he
remembers how the process,
though horrific, led him to
explore what was left after the
fire, uncovering pieces he hadn’t
seen in over twenty years. He
remarks on the experience as
such, “I work hard at keeping
this nightmare at bay, but it
has been life changing in many
ways.”
Van Wyk’s work, “Out of the
Fire,” a collection of pieces both
completely spared or changed
by the fire in significant ways,
is on display in NW’s Te Paske
Gallery, and will remain there
until March 4. On Jan 12, he
came and spoke about his pieces
over light refreshments. He
is an energetic and charming
old man, deeply religious, and
unlike most career artists. He
would rest his half-eaten snacks
and half-drunk drinks on his
own pottery on display, and
through his Midwestern charm
I could see very little of the pain
he suffered losing his studio just
over a year ago.
Dissimilar to an artist like
Garrison Keilor, or other rural
artists who have—at least for

some period of time—left
the farm, only to return and
interpret their rural upbringing
with as much wistfulness as
intellect, Van Wyk is a true
rural artist.
He mentioned something
when he was asked to speak
about the pieces that I’ve been
thinking about since. He told us
that in picking through decadesold works, he remembers
every stroke of every work.
He explained art as a deeply
thoughtful and intentional
process. But contradictory to
this is how he also explained
how he spins pots, by letting
the pot take its natural shape,
his hands being only a follower
to the clay. I half expected him
to knock the pot in question off
the display pedestal and watch it
crash to the ground, for this too
is, it seems, the natural tendency
of clay that he described. 		
The same principle, of
course, applies to how he now
considers the fire that claimed
so many years of his work. He
had to reconcile with what
was left behind and realize
that the random power of fire
was a beautiful accent to many
of the pieces it scorched. The
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Jake Van Wyk’s art is displayed in the Te Paske Gallery.

licks of smoke were strokes
that he didn’t necessarily make
himself, but certainly stokes he
remembers. Art is a mysterious
and natural, but nonetheless

thoughtful process. It is as if
his works were purified in the
fires of the judgement which
he has spent so much of his life
exploring.

RUSH: a celebration of people and music through dance
TAP DANCES WITH
CONTEMPORARY BALLET
RACHEL SMART
ENGLISH TEACHING

This March, Northwestern students will
put on RUSH, the college’s annual student
run dance concert. This year, RUSH will
be a total of six performances. The concert
will include dances from a variety of genres
and will be performed by students of all
ranges of dance experience.
RUSH was created in 2004 out of a
vision for inclusion. Becky Donahue, a
NW alumnus, and several friends dreamed
up the idea of putting on a dance concert
in which anyone was welcome to dance,
regardless of their body type, abilities or
training—all that mattered was nurturing
a love for the art of dance. That sentiment
and spirit is part of why RUSH has
persisted over the years as one of NW’s
longest running annual traditions.
Since
the
COVID-19
pandemic

prevented a live performance of the concert
in 2020 and required many restrictions on
events for the 2021 performance, RUSH has
suffered in student engagement. The only
students who have been able to experience
a true RUSH are this year’s seniors, who
desperately love the event and want to pass
it on to the underclassmen now that this
year looks to be more “normal.”
Senior Rebekah Phifer said, “This year’s
RUSH is extra special because for the
freshman, sophomores and juniors, this is
our first real RUSH.” She went on to explain
how important RUSH is to the campus
community at large, “It is really meaningful
because it brings parts of campus to work
together on one common goal. RUSH
shows the unity and perseverance of NW
students in a way that is beautiful.”
As with every year, the dance lineup
is promising and diverse. Sophomore
Frances DeArmond will be leading a
K-pop summer mashup that she arranged
herself. The dance will feature the real
choreography done by K-pop groups in the

COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
RUSH choreographers are excited to share their love of dancing with the students of NW.

songs “Hot Sauce” by NCT Dream, “Wave”
by Ateez, “Hola Hola” by KARD, “Dance
the Night Away” by Twice, “After School”
by Weekly, “Zoo” by NCT and Aespa and
“No Rules” by TXT.
“I chose a summer mashup because of
the unique vibes with summer releases,”
DeArmond said. “And I’m sure we’ll all
be wishing for summer by the time RUSH
rolls around!” she joked.
In addition to K-pop, other genres like
hip-hop, musical theatre, tap and ballet/
contemporary will be featured. Junior Brea
Carr is returning to the RUSH stage for the
third time as a choreographer with a hiphop routine to the song “High Hopes” by
Panic! at the Disco. “I have been working
on this routine since last year,” she said. “I
really enjoy the upbeat tempo.”
Senior Angie Wintering will also be
choreographing to a PATD song- the band’s
cover of “The Greatest Show” for a musical
theatre number in her second year as a
RUSH choreographer. She hopes the end
result will be “bombastic and energetic, but

also able to breathe.”
Phifer is excited to choreograph for
RUSH for the first time with a tap number
to “Kiwi” by Harry Styles. “Kiwi is such
a unique song to tap to, so it was a fun
challenge to choreograph,” she said.
Rebekah and Jamie Stoscher are a pair
of first-time choreographers as well.
The sibling duo have choreographed a
contemporary/ballet dance to the song
“Maybe It’s Ok” by We Are Messengers.
“The lyrics to the song are important,”
Phifer, said. “I hope [the message] is
encouraging to others who may be keeping
all their struggles inside. I believe it is
important to share when you are not doing
okay and receive support from loved ones.”
RUSH will be performed the evenings
of March 24-26 with a Saturday matinee as
well. Come support your fellow Raiders in
this beautiful event!

FEATURES 4
New Year’s resolutions and themes
WORDS, VERSES
AND THEMES
RACHEL SMART

ENGLISH TEACHING
Fewer Americans than
ever are making New
Year’s resolutions this year.
According to The New York
Times and CBS, only 29%
of Americans have made
resolutions in 2022, a 14%
decrease from 2021.
Northwestern
students
seem
to
share
this
reservation of resolutions,
with only 38% of students
surveyed stating they have
created intentional goals for
the new year. Some students
hope to visit the gym while
others plan on reading their
Bible more frequently. Yet
others hope to read a certain
amount of books in 2022.
Many students, however,
are rebelling against the
traditional notion of a New
Year’s resolution for several
reasons.
“Resolutions hurt more
than they help,” freshman
Collin Verschoor said. “As
soon as you fall off track
you feel like you failed.”
Senior Jackson Paganini
agreed with this sentiment,
expressing those resolutions
can
sometimes
feel
contingent on success to
prove something to others.
“When I set New Year’s
resolutions for myself,”
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The popularity of resolutions is decreasing as words, themes and verses for 2022 become more popular.

he explained, “I did it to
prove myself. I realized in
my collegiate years I do
not have to prove myself to
anyone. This reason is why
I do not have a New Year’s
resolution, but I do have
goals I set for myself.”
Instead of making New
Year’s resolutions, many
students look for alternative
ways to improve themselves
in the new year.
“I think there are better
ways to focus on selfimprovement,” senior Bekah
Phifer said. “I would say
rather than making one big

resolution in January, set
smaller, more attainable
goals throughout the year
– just make things smaller
and more measurable.”
Another
alternative
approach to resolutions is
going even broader. Senior
Landon Van Berkum shared
that he likes to select a
theme for his year instead
of making resolutions, a
philosophy he “stole” from
YouTuber CGP Grey. The
theme philosophy posits
that this enables individuals
to step out of the resolution
rodeo in which they each

year they are quickly thrown
from the horse that is their
specific resolution, only to
limp back the next year.
With
general
goals,
the focus is not on clear,
measurable success but
rather an upward curve
towards improvement. In
practice, this might look like
giving yourself the theme of
“prayer” rather than stating,
“I will pray twice every day.”
Van Berkum shares that
his personal theme for the
year is “discipline,” but he is
considering changing it to
“understanding.”

This theme approach is
very similar to a practice a
lot of Christians have taken
up in recent years as an
alternative to resolutionsselecting a word or verse of
the year that they hope will
guide their actions to come.
Some NW student words of
the year are “seek,” “grace,”
“savor” and “selflessness.”
Freshman Ella Van Zee has
made a special twist on her
verse of the year, choosing
to focus on the Spanish
translation of a verse from
Matthew 2: “con muy grande
gozo.” In English, this means

“rejoicing exceedingly with
great joy.”
Van Zee explains, “I want
to be intentional about
choosing joy in everything
and noticing the joy of the
Lord.”
Whether you chose to
make a concrete resolution
or focus on a theme, word
or verse, January is always
a wonderful place to begin
with self-improvement and
change.

Dewald says goodbye to NW
FROM PAGE 1
“Obviously,
there
have
been
schedule,
program,
technological
and physical changes to
campus as cultural shifts
have demanded new ways
of doing things,” Dewald
said. “However, students
still desire to know and
be known by their peers,
the NWC community
and by God. They still
have fun, work hard, love
and care for their fellow
students well, are willing
to try anything once and
experience academic and
relational
stress.
The
mission of the college and
campus ministry remain
the same—there are just
nuances in how we strive
to accomplish it.”
This
wisdom
and
experience have been
a blessing to many of
those around Dewald,

especially those who look
to serve alongside her at
NW.
“When working in CMT,
I found myself wandering
over to her office for
deep,
meaningful
feedback or input and she
never disappointed,” said
Martha Draayer, current
director of intercultural
development. “Barb was
always willing to listen
and be present whenever
I needed someone to talk
to. I will greatly miss Barb
on campus and learning
from her wisdom.”
In her retirement,
Dewald plans on keeping
busy by working parttime, being with family,
spending
time
with
friends, volunteering and
traveling wherever the
wind leads her. However,
she would like to say,
“Thank you - to God
and to past and present
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Dewald worked closely with discipleship leaders and coordinators.

students, staff and faculty
for blessing, encouraging,

challenging and walking
alongside me. I encourage

everyone
to
practice
gratitude, pay attention

to God and live what you
value.”

FEATURES 5
Students attend CCDA conference
CCDA FEATURES
KEY SPEAKERS
KAYLEE BANDSTRA
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Diversity
within
the
Christian
community
has been a hot topic for
years, and the Christian
Community Development
Association
is
putting
diverse
worship
into
action. This hot topic
was witnessed by fifteen
students and four staff
members at the Christian
Community Development
Association
(CCDA)
Conference in Kansas City
on Nov. 10-13, 2021.
The CCD is a Christianbased
association
that
focuses
on
restoring
impoverished communities
with a wholistic approach”
The association recognizes
the church’s neglect and
focuses
on
restoring,
listening
and
creating
lasting leadership for their
communities. According to
the organization’s website,
“A new generation of
Christians are faced with

a question about how they
will respond to the troubles
of the poor and underresourced
communities
today.”
Northwestern
College
has previously participated
in CCDA conferences.
“We try to take a group of
students to the conference
when we can, especially
when it’s somewhere that
is drivable,” said Kevin
McMahan,
Associate
Director of Intercultural
Development. “It’s great
to get students together
who are interested in
such ministry and offers
a unique worship and
learning environment that
can be transformational.”
The
Christian-based
conference consisted of
Bible
studies,
plenary
sessions,
networking,
workshops and various
sightseeing
activities.
Sophomore Alyssa Feeley,
a self-proclaimed extrovert,
exclaimed her amazing
take-aways
from
the
plenary
sessions,
large
group worship.
“Everyone
at
the

conference gathered, which
was cool because it was
diverse,” Feeley said. “It
reminded me of what the
kingdom of God should
look like: very diverse and
giving all their glory to
God.”
Junior Shaylee Yates got
the most out of the small
breakout sessions, in which
she learned about various
non-profits.
“I learned a lot about
different kinds of nonprofits such as mission
statements and the different
ways that an individual
could help in their own
community,” Yates said. “It
was fascinating to see the
different things that people
came up with and how they
saw needs in their own
community and then filled
them.”
The students also enjoyed
the lessons they have
learned.
“The most important
thing that I took away
from the conference was
to take the time to listen
to those who have different
stories than you do,” Yates

Unsung Hero: Stanislav
FROM PAGE 1
Students
that
need
internship credits for
their major want and
wish to participate in a
summer study abroad or
the Romania and Oman
semester all talk with
Stanislav.
“I appreciated Kendall’s
willingness
to
walk
me through the entire
study-abroad
process

along with explaining
how
pricing
worked
with
tuition,”
junior
and Romanian semester
participant Alayna Bakke
said. “Kendall told me
how important it is to
learn how to swim in new
water.”
Stanislav explained it as
an illustration of how we
are all one body of Christ,
navigating new waters to
spread the goodness of

God’s redeeming work in
the world.
To
say
the
least,
Stanislav holds a key role
for navigating students
into new waters as they
begin their new journey
into
their
careers.
Stanislav
is
helping
students’
day-after-day
to pave a way for a new
future while teaching
them the importance of
God’s mission for us.
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Stanislav’s office is located in Ramaker, where he meets with students who wish experiential

said. “I think that is a very
important lesson to learn
because as Christians, we
are called to help the poor
and suffering. The best way
to do that is by listening to
the needs of the community
and using our power to help
those who need it most.”
Because of the CCDA’s
focus on diversity, a diverse
platform of speakers, such
as Lenore Three Stars, a
Christ-following
Lakota
woman, and John Perkins, a
CCDA founder - were able
to inspire the attendees.
Feeley appreciated the
words of Terence Lester,
whose message focused
on God having something
special inside of us.
“He spoke with a lot of
passion,” Feeley said. “I
could tell that what he was
saying was really dear to his
heart.”
McMahan highly adored
the speakers of the plenary
sessions, but also enjoyed
the worship.
“One of the key features
of CCDA plenaries are
not just the speakers, but
the worship which is so

PHOTO BY CCDA.ORG
Many CCDA speakers will visit campus this spring.

multicultural and spirit
filled,” he said.
Feeley and Yates were
amazed at the unique
opportunity they got to
have in Kansas City. “I
would recommend it to
anyone on campus who
desires to learn more
about how to develop their
community
development
skills, or simply anyone
who wants to learn more

about poverty and how to
relieve it,” Yates said.
The NW student body
will get the opportunity
to hear from various
CCDA conference speakers
this
semester,
starting
with Sandra van Opstal,
Dominique Gillard and
Angelica Garnett in the
following months.

OPINIONS
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A pin-ancle of progress: NW bowling alley

(As voiced by you, the students)

CAMPUS QUOTES!
Colin “Rex” Kaemingk

“I got big hands, I could be
Mark DeYounge.”

“I would learn your names
easier if you were dead. But
you are not, so that’s rude.”

“God is not important.”

“Did you never lick
cinnamon gum and stick it
on your eye?”

History

One word that can define the recent few
years of campus is progress. A myriad of
changes has come to campus. Some, like
the science building and the arrival of
the new welcome center, have shown that
Northwestern campus is a hub destined to
continually rise. These new buildings have
brought a lot of new life and vibrancy to
the campus, but it still hasn’t brought forth
one missing piece of campus: a hub of
extracurricular activities.
Sure, we have the RSC with a few games
there, but there really is not enough places
on campus to relax with friends and
just unwind. Fortunately, that’s going to
change with new talk of the possibility of a
bowling alley coming to campus. The goal
of something like this would be to breath
in new fun opportunities that would bring

Collin Verschoor
Social Studies

“If they start crying, you
went too far.”

The quotes expressed in these polls
respresent student opinion and is no way
intented to indicate particlar perspectives
or beliefs of the beacon staff.

Be sure to follow the Beacon
on Instagram to submit your
own CAMPUS QUOTES!

an easy sell considering what we have on
campus. They are considering fixing up the
NAPA building to make it happen. That
building is used for storage right now, so
it would be the perfect staging ground for
that to happen. We wouldn’t have to even
construct a new building.
And on top of that, there would be an
increase in student employment, as there
would have to be jobs that would help
facilitate the court. It’s a win for student
employment, nightlife activities and for
intermural sports.
Overall, the addition of a bowling
alley could be a domino in a renaissance
for NW’s campus. If this succeeds, then
campus could be convinced to build more
activity-based buildings on campus. And
since bowling is a relatively well-liked
activity, it should succeed well. Campus
will only be improved by it, and it will
make NW a more exciting and enticing
place.

Bowling alley doomed for a gutter ball

“Try harder. Be smarter.
Suck less.”

“You guys may be standing
up but you are not standing
out.”

a livelier nightlife atmosphere to campus.
I, for one, think that this idea will be
groundbreaking. And I really think that I
can break it down into a couple thoughts
for why this would only make campus a
better spot.
First of all, let’s talk about the lack of
activities on campus at night. Sure, we have
the RSC as mentioned earlier, but it lacks
a lot and is shared by the campus and the
community. Then there’s the ice-skating
rink, a nice addition, but not so nice when
it is in the negatives for windchill.
A bowling alley would be great, as it
would allow for an indoor activity during
the winter months when everything
is frigid outside. Bowling is a timeless
activity that students and professors enjoy.
This brings me to my second point. The
absolute desecration that occurred when
the bowling team was disbanded a couple
of years ago. They totally deserve another
go, and if campus had their own bowling
alley, it would be incredibly easy to attract
students to the sport, allowing for the club
to thrive. It could also become a timeless
intermural that students would enjoy and
play more into the type of intermural
that doesn’t require intense physical
capabilities.
Lastly, I think the bowling alley is just

Even though I am only in my second
semester here at Northwestern, I can
tell that many of the buildings on
campus are recent developments.
Just this year we have had two new
additions to campus including the
new Vogel Welcome Center that
opened earlier this fall, and SGA’s
new ice rink that was finished over
winter break.
Although we are only in our third
week of the winter semester, there
has already been talks of a seminew addition to campus. This new
hub for student activities that has
been proposed is the addition of a
bowling alley. As of right now the
rumor is that this bowling alley will
reside in the former NAPA building
that is across the street from the
Dewitt Family Science Center.
I, for one, do enjoy bowling but I
have several problems with the idea

$

of this bowling alley being added to
campus.
My first problem is the price, how
much will this bowling alley cost
and where is the college getting
the money for it? Whereas a chunk
of the cost will already be taken
care of due to it being put in a preexisting building, there are still
several financial issues including
the renovation and remodeling of
the inside, maintenance towards the
bowling alley and the cost to employ
workers for the bowling alley.
My second problem is who will
work at the bowling alley? Earlier
this year there was a shortage of
workers in the hub causing a change
in the hours. This problem has been
fixed but there is a chance of this
being a problem in a new bowling
alley. I am all for opportunities for
student employment, but I think it
would be hard to staff the bowling
alley with students. One way to
fix this problem would be hiring
outside employment but this would
be an added-on expense to the prior
costs that I talked about earlier.
My third problem with the
bowling alley is that there is already
one in Le Mars. One rite of passage
that I have already learned about
in my time here is the trips to La
Jua’s which reside in Le Mars. This

Get wealthy
off your words...

...With the new
Beacon pay scale

Write 1-4 stories = $10 each | 5-8 stories = $15 each | 9+ stories = $20 each

$

activity shows that people are willing
to make a forty-minute round trip
for food, so why would they not be
willing to make the trip to bowl. I
know lots of people on campus who
think it is important to support local
business. By building a bowling alley
we would be taking away money
from a local, family-owned business.
My fourth and final problem is
the level of interest from students
or a lack thereof. In your time here
in NW, how many times have you
thought to yourself “man I wish I
could go bowling right now?” This
is an important question to think
about. We must consider just how
often this bowling alley will be used
by students. If there is a lack of use
by students, there is a chance that
the money could be used somewhere
different and more helpful rather
than being put into a risky venture
that could shut down within a few
years of opening.
Whatever happens with the
bowling alley I will not be upset,
but it is important that we consider
all the potential problems that this
bowling alley could bring.

Editor’s Note
Both of the articles in this section are satirical.
The opinions published both in print and online
are the opinions of the authors only. Beacon
staff members do not necessarily support the
opinions expressed in this section. Research and
editing (other than formatting) of articles is the
responsibility of the authors rather than the editors.
Respectfully,
the Beacon staff
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Van Kalsbeek shines in stellar performances

1,000 POINT CLUB
AND WATCHLIST

Basketball per season.

the

from the free throw line. He

GPAC Player of the Week
for joining the 1,000-point
club and his incredible
performance on the court.
Korver
has
enjoyed
coaching Van Kalsbeek
for the past two basketball
seasons. Korver describes
Van Kalsbeek as being a

Bevo Francis Award top

joined the 1,000-point club

humble leader.

100 watchlist. This award

on Jan. 8 against Hastings,

Korver said, “he leads

is presented annually to

becoming the 49th Raider

by example and leads with

the player who had the

in program history to join

his hard work, he’s a ‘work

best overall season within

the club. He joined the club

horse’ and not a ‘show

Small College Basketball.

in only 48 games.

pony’ kind of leader.”

Van

Kalsbeek

has

averaged 21.4 points and

GRACE REGINALD
PUBLIC RELATIONS

7.7 rebounds per game,
both marks leading the

Sophomore
Kalsbeek
Northwestern

Alex

Van

team. He is shooting 64.6%

represents

from the floor and 75.6%

on

A few things considered
are

season

individual
personal

“We knew that Alex was

statistics,

going to be a good player and

achievements,

a force to be reckoned with,”

character

and

said head basketball coach

team achievements. It’s a

Kris Korver. “His teammates

very

award,

have done a tremendous job

and is only given to one

getting him the ball in places

player within Small College

he can be successful.”
On Jan. 11, he was named

prestigious

Van Kalsbeek’s humble
attitude

is

exemplary

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW ATHLETICS
Sophomore Alex Van Kalsbeek garnered 1,000 career point and was placed on the Bevo

on the court and shows
through his leadership to

better in the process.”

Kalsbeek is “encouraging

everything

that

Van

the team. Korver says that

Not only is Van Kalsbeek

and lets his teammates

Kalsbeek

does

“he is honestly a humble

a phenomenal player on the

know he trusts them with a

and

is

guy who works really hard

court, but he’s also a great

pat on the back and a little

giving his best effort. He

and just wants his team to

friend and teammate off

word of encouragement.”

is improving, and he will

do well, and he wants to get

the court. Korver said Van

According

to

Korver,

he

matters,
constantly

continue to do so.

Raider track and field dominates opening meets
RECORDS AND
OWN RECORDS
BROKEN
HAILEY LOUW
STATISTICS

The Red Raider Track and
Field team hit the ground
running this spring semester.
Athletes and coaches opened
their 2022 season at Dordt
University on Jan. 25 and
competed again this past
weekend at the South Dakota
State Division II Invite. While
the Raiders have had some
stand-out performances at
their first two meets, the team
hopes to continue improving
until the GPAC Championships
at Doane University on Feb. 18
and 19.
Just down the road in Sioux
Center, the Raiders went
head-on against GPAC rivals

Dordt, Dakota Wesleyan and
Morningside.
Perhaps the
most remarkable performance
of the meet was sophomore
Lorenzo Jones, taking first
in the triple jump while also
setting a new school record
of 14.5 meters. Jones topped
the record of junior teammate
James Gilbert, who also took
home a first-place finish in
the long jump. Freshman Jaci
Vander Waal, finished first as
well in the high jump for the
Red Raider women.
On the track, freshman
Kennedy Kramer stole the
show by breaking her own
school record in the 400m dash
with a time of 57.57, taking
first. Junior Cody Post also
won the 200m dash with a time
of 22.87. Other notable finishes
were from junior Tirzah
Wittenburg and freshman
Caitlin Alberts, who took

first and second in the open
800m, both setting personal
bests. Senior Ian Wiersma also
started the season off strong,
taking second in the 3000m
run with a time of 9:11.84.
“Our season has been off
to a great start,” said Kramer.
“Many of my teammates and
I have ran numerous personal
records over the course of only
three meets, which is largely
due to the amount of hard
work being put into practice.
Everyone gives their best no
matter if it’s just warming up or
running their race.”
In Brookings, the Raiders
faced strong competition
from both GPAC schools and
NCAA programs. Freshman
Erin Hulberg made a name
for herself in NW Track and
Field history, setting a new
school record for the indoor
pole vault with a mark of 3.35

meters. Junior Abby Clarke
shined in her first-ever 600m
run, finishing third overall and
hitting the NAIA provisional
mark as a national qualifier.
Senior Isaiah Lee represented
the Red Raider distance crew
well, posting a personal best of
2:34.05 in the 1000m run.
“It has been fun to see so
many of our women and men
post their best marks in our two
meets after break,” said head
coach Scott Bahrke. “This is a
testament to people putting in
the work over Christmas break
when we didn’t have scheduled
practice. We should be able to
push for a top three finish as
a team in a very competitive
conference at GPAC.”
The team is set to compete
again on Jan. 28 and 29 at the
Mount Marty invite in Yankton,
SD, just three weeks out from
the GPAC Championships.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW ATHLETICS
Freshman Isaiah Robinson flys as he competes in long jump.

NW women’s baskebetball extends win streak

NO. 13 NATIONAL
RANK THIS WEEK
ZOE HEEMSTRA
BUSINESS MARKETING

basketball

team

extended their winning streak

Momentum

continued

strong defensive presence set

to

the tone for the game, holding

throughout the third quarter,

their opponent to 39.1% field

but CU never led. NW finished

goal percentage and only 68

The Northwestern Raiders
women’s

loss to the Bulldogs. NW’s

points, well below Concordia’s
season averages in both fields.
Holding the Bulldogs to only

swing

back

and

forth

the third frame on a stretch,
shooting six of seven from the
field to extend their lead to
eight heading into the final 10

to six games this past Saturday,

10 points in the first quarter, the

beating the Concordia Bulldogs

Raiders held a consistent lead

A final push by CU tied the

74-68. No. 14-ranked NW

throughout the night. A 13-2

game back up at 62-62 with six

scoring run to finish the first

minutes left to go in the fourth

quarter and begin the second

quarter. However, some key

12-9 overall and 9-6 in the

quarter, gave NW what would

rebounds and timely scores

GPAC.

be their largest lead of the game

from senior, Devyn Kemble,

which was enough to hold off

the No. 8-ranked Morningside

sweep as they hit the road for

and Schany, would help NW

the Bulldogs with a final score

University

(17-

a top-15 matchup Wednesday,

of 74-68.

3 overall, 13-1 GPAC). The

January 26. The game will be

Raiders handed MSU their only

played in Sioux City at the

GPAC loss earlier in the season

Rosen Verdoorn Sports Center

and look to complete a season

with a 6 p.m. start time.

improves to 19-3 overall and
11-3 in the GPAC, while No.
19-ranked Concordia is now

Double-double performances
from senior, Taylor VanderVelde,
and sophomore, Molly Schany,
led the Raiders to victory,
avenging their Dec. 4 overtime

at 11. To finish the first half,
though, CU went on an 8-0
run to cut the lead to just two
at halftime.

minutes of play.

maintain control. The Raiders

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW ATHLETICS
Women’s basketball shows their strength as they carry out their season.

shot eight for 14 from the free

With this win, NW solidifies

throw line in the final frame,

their spot in second place in the
GPAC standings, behind only

Mustangs
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NW to host faith camp for high

LIVING YOUR FAITH CAMP WITH
TAKE PLACE ON CAMPUS JAN.
28-30
ALAYNA BAKKE
PUBLIC RELATIONS
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Northwestern College is hosting the Living
Your Faith camp Jan. 28-30. Living Your Faith, or
LYF, is a Christian training camp for high school
students who have the desire to be brave and
faithful followers of Jesus. This camp is for students
pursuing leadership, ministry, missions, exploring

Caleb Arnett
Opinions Editor

questions about God and the Bible or thinking about
studying religion in college. This growth happens

Katie Jacob

through discovery, community and service.

Sports Editor

Former LYF student, Faith Tyrell said, “My

Emily Berggren

favorite part of the LYF experience was learning

News Editor

to live out and lead in my faith in ways that I had

Jadeyn Veltkamp

never thought possible.”
Students are given opportunities for discovery

Photo Editor

Riley Rasmussen
Advertising Manager

The editorial staff
reserves the right to edit
submissions for style,
clarity and length.
For advertising rates
and submissions, email
Advertising Manager
Riley Rasmussen at
riley.rasmussen@
nwciowa.edu.

PHOTO SUBMITTED
The Living Your Faith camp is a free event and open to all high school students that are interested.

director this year. After months of preparation, she

too late to be a part of this camp. College students

is excited for this upcoming weekend.

can help by welcoming to the high school students,

through lectures given by NW’s very own biblical

O’Dell said, “I am most looking forward to seeing

showing them hospitality, getting to know them

and theological studies department. They explore

the mentor and high school student interactions. I

and taking the opportunity to spend time with the

a deeper sense of community through mentorship

hope there are great conversations, hard questions

mentors and high school students in the evenings.

by NW students. The high school students will

asked, and a fun time of fellowship.”

People who are ready to be challenged in their

participate in various service projects and will be

Mentorship is a fulfilling role for college students

faith and feel God calling them to share His love and

visiting the Genesis House in Orange Ccity to learn

to pour into the life of high school students. College

wisdom with the next generation are encouraged to

more about their ministry.

students are in a unique position to be able to

be involved with LYF in the future. They plan to

The camp is fully funded by the Lilly Endowment.

provide experiential advice and wisdom to young

host another event in the fall, and NWC students

LYF camp is free to students and includes room,

adults who are in the same shoes as we were just a

can again serve as mentors.

board, field trips and access to campus facilities.

few years ago.
Although it is too late to be a mentor, it is not

NW alumn, Elissa O’Dell ‘21, is the program

You can out to Elissa O’dDell at elissa.odell@
nwciowa.edu with any questions or to find out

Campus welcomed Dr. Russell Moore to speak

DR. MOORE
TACKLES TOUGH
TOPICS
JILLIAN SIMON
BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION

Dr.

Moore

has

created

carefully

thinking

through

quite the name for himself in

issues of faith and public life–

many sectors. In 2017, he was

especially in the last couple

named to Politico Magazine’s

election cycles.”

list of top 50 influencers in

Throughout Dr. Moore’s

Washington. He has multiple

time on campus and beyond,

books on the intersection of

he

campus

faith and politics, being one of

thoughtful engagement.

had a special guest this past

the leading voices in this area.

week, Dr. Russell Moore. Dr.

Dr. Moore has previously

gracious

Moore is a public theologian,

served for eight years as the

leader and someone who

nationally-known

author

president of the Ethics &

honors even his enemies with

and current director of the

Religion Liberty Commission

love in the midst of a variety

Public Theology Project at

of

Baptist

of hostile environments, he’s

Christianity Today.

Northwestern’s

the

Southern

was

noticed

“Because

he’s

listener,

for

a

great

Convention. He was also the

been steadfast and winsome

Dr. Moore spoke at many

provost and dean at Southern

in love, a love like Jesus,” said

different events on campus

Baptist Theological Seminary.

DeYounge.”

during his short stay from

Dr. Moore gained a lot
attention

Other upcoming campus

Jan. 24-26, all available for

of

public attendance. He started

the

off with an Ngage the night

election,

of Monday, Jan. 24, in which

why

he spoke on faith, doubt and

not support Donald Trump.

Harper,

the abuse of power. He moved

Because of this he has been

known author and speaker.

into Tuesday, Jan. 25 chapel

seen as a voice of challenge

Rev. Van Opstal will appear

touching on what it means to

and reason in evangelical

in a few events talking about

be a Christ-centered witness.

circles.

justice.

2016

surrounding

guests include Rev. Sandra

presidential

Van Opstal, pastor at Grace

publicly

arguing

and Peace Community in

evangelicals

should

Chicago, and Lisa Sharon
internationally

Concluding on Wednesday,

NW’s Dean of Christian

While

Jan. 26, Dr. Moore was featured

Formation, Mark DeYounge,

speaking

in a recorded Ned Talk Q&A

said,

community in her events.

with Dr. Jeff VanDerWerff and

uncompromising

Mark DeYounge, discussing

compassionate

what it means to be the church

gospel-convictions.

of tomorrow: embodying a

combination is a rare thing to

Moore

Christ-exalting witness in a

see demonstrated from leaders

His thoughtful words and

post-Christian society.

who are thoughtfully and

education on the integration

“Dr.

Moore
in

is

enlightening for many.

his

wise,
a

of faith and politics were

Harper
on

the

will

be

beloved

and

Many people at NW and

his

the greater community were

This

thrilled to have Dr. Russell
come

to

campus.
COUURTESY OF russellmoore.com
Dr. Moore spoke at an Ngage, chapel and Ned Talk during his brief time spent on campus in
the past week.

